CASE HISTORIES

Abul Mia (16) lives in the slums of Badda in Dhaka, Bangladesh. Abul has learning difficulties and muscular dystrophy. His brother Babul had exactly the same condition and was supposed to also join the Sanjeevani programme, but unfortunately Babul suddenly died two days before the opening of the centre in March 2008. Their mother is a widow who is responsible for her four remaining children. Abul has to complement the meagre family earnings by begging on the streets. Six days a week he sits under the scorching sun on the teeming pavements of Dhaka, but one day a week his mother allows him to come to Sanjeevani, where he receives the special care, education, nutrition and attention that he so desperately needs. Like with Abul, the Sanjeevani Centre for Child Development works within the harsh realities of the children’s lives and in the case of Abul we aim to improve his life skills, which makes him less vulnerable in the hostile environment of the Dhaka streets.
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Suborno (4) has cerebral palsy and is the Sanjeevani Centre’s youngest pupil. With her parents she lives in the Badda slum in a hut built on poles, positioned directly above a garbage belt. Suborno was severely malnourished when she first came to Sanjeevani - an important factor contributing to her developmental delays. 

Sanjeevani has been building up the child’s key skills through the centre’s programme of special education, which includes nutritious and balanced daily meals and the necessary health care support. Suborno is now able to attend the centre without her mother and actively participates in all the activities on offer for the children of Sanjeevani. Suborno’s independence and daily attendance at the centre has enabled her mother to take up a job and due to this boost to the family’s income Suborno and her parents will soon be able to move to better housing.

