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Visit to calcutta


It gives me so much pleasure remembering our trip to Apanjan this spring that I find myself smiling as I write! Why exactly? The answer is simple, the project is flourishing,  the kids are developing well as they recover from their individual traumas. The care team are still there, with, a new cook called Beauty (her name  suits her.) Our old cook got sick and went back to her family 


























The first thing was to show Marc, Charles and me just what clever boys we had. Rather like a school open evening, there was artwork on display, new skills to show off and singing and dancing to celebrate our arrival. It was some welcome!


As trustees we had the inevitable committee meetings to attend and we held discussions in english, so its slow work sometimes for everyone to understand details. This talking and careful listening is the way we are cementing our working relationship with the people who have the day to day care of our boys. We are confident that the quality of care is of the highest standard. The kids cannot fake anything, they are the proof of hours of dedicated and imaginative care. Their social skills are really improving.We had supper in a children’s park called Clown-town one evening and the other visitors smiled and gave their obvious approval to our venture, some of them joined in with us dancing later on.  This social approval was repeated when we all went to the seaside town of Digha for three days. After a hair-raising journey, we arrived at our hotel which was only a stones throw from the beach, to find the resort had a  lot of pedlars selling seashells, snacks and trinkets busily attracting the attention of the holiday makers. In our case however they were attracted to us!















































            Children and carers on holiday in Digha, March 2001




















  One evening we gave them our version of “There were 10 in the bed”. We sat on the beach in the moonlight with the ocean gently lapping the shore with the boys giggling at the actions to, “Roll-over, roll over,” hope fully you’ve got the picture It was magic ! The boys felt that social approval once again (The irony was that only Charles sings in tune but we all gave it our best effort !)


This opportunity for us to actually live with the boys was Kallol’s idea , and it gave us insights which we greatly appreciated. We saw how they need to build up their confidence when walking



































Above:: Prem in Clowntown                            Above:: Sambu





from one surface to another, so now they will all do physiotherapy on a daily basis. We also confirmed the appointment of a qualified teacher at Apanjan rather than the boys going to school. Anita came to Digha and we got to know her. She is impressive. She will also be able to give further training to the care-team. We intend to invite a few local children with special needs to join us. Going into the social environment will then be essential and be on a regular basis.















































Sambu’s doctors are inclined to postpone his operation, and


 invest in intensive physio.for now. We also looked at another promising site for a sustainability programme, the idea still being to have a small market garden. This concept is a long term consideration and it needs capital to get going! Any ideas?


We left Calcutta after two weeks, tired, but very happy and while sad to leave, we know Apanjan is never really very far away, as with e-mail and fax its a mere five hours ahead !





Annie Larner, Chairman
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MORE CALCUTTA 2001 IMPRESSIONS


We could write pages about the children’s progress, but the photographs that the Banyan Trust team took last March, speak for themselves. We’d like to leave you with the following impression of the children of the Banyan Trust:
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Clockwise: Mohan, Prem, Molay, Sambu, Raju, Ajay.	         Above: Babu











Look at this drawing.


Coloured by Ajay.


A picture of his instrument,


drawn for him by the Apanjan art teacher.


The Banyan Trust  provides for these children.


All they need,


And never had.





























 





Will YOU help the Banyan Trust  provide?


Become a  sponsor!


Contact us: 01727 868176
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D O N A T I O N S


A big thank you to all our regular donors. Your commitment enables us to support the project that is proving to be such a success! Some of you have found ingenious ways of raising money for us, such as HK who collected small coins from her friends and we ended up at the bank with £50 (which weighs a lot ) much to their amusement! Zoe aged 15 sold her wheelbarrow to a friend for £30 and gave it to the Banyan Trust, Pat sold her water-colour paint box to another student and split the £18 with BT. Several children have started a money box collection. In Brussels Camille and Angela collected and counted a total sum of £30 for the Banyan Trust – an arduous task as it meant sorting through coins from all over the world. 


Anne M.Jones is organising a trek in the Himalayas, next year (see below). Call her for details on :  0113-262-2421





FACE THE CHALLENGE OF A LIFETIME


FOR THE BANYAN CHILDREN


A sponsored trek is being organised to help raise money for the Banyan Trust. Last year Anne M. Jones from Leeds went to the Nepalese mountains to do a sponsored trek, which raised more than £1,200. Anne’s next great endeavours are a “mini” trek in September 2001, during which Ben Nevis Mountain in Scotland will be climbed, and a second trek in September 2002, which will take place in the foothills of the Indian Himalayas. The Indian trek will start in the hill station of Shimla, the old summer capital of the British. Here is an example from the programme:





“Day 4: Transfer from Kandaghad to Dhedgarat. From there a steep climb to the top en route passing a traditional temple. The scenery we go through is mountainous and lush. At the top there are panoramic views of the Himalayas. From here we descend to Solan noted for its brewery and mineral water springs. Short transfer to Parwanoo to take the cable car (the only way to reach the hotel) to the top of the mountain where we overnight at the Timber Trail Resort. In one direction are the snow-capped peaks of the Himalayas and on the other side are  green sweeping valleys.”





Anne’s aspiration is to find 20 adventurous individuals who  want to join her on this sponsored trek for the children of the Banyan Trust., likewise for the trek later this year to the top of Ben Nevis. Adults of all ages, provided you are reasonably fit, are welcome on these challenges! 


For more details contact: phone 0113 262 2421, 


or fax 01727 847877
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In the garden of 


the Hotel Dolphin, Digha


Clockwise:


Nabonita, new teacher of the Apanjan children; Annie; Sambu; Mohan





�








�





�





�





�





WORK IN PROGRESS


It is hard to believe that there is only two years between these pictures. On the left, Ajay as he was found – traumatised, listless and bewildered. On the right, Ajay practising the tabla recently, one of the many interests encouraged in the well–rounded educational programme which complements the children’s formal schooling. The Banyan Trust needs your support to secure the continued provision of these life-enhancing  activities and to extend the same chances to other children like Ajay. Any donation will be gratefully received. Please send your contribution to: 


The Banyan  Trust


30 Ramsbury Road, St Albans, Herts, AL1 1SW


Phone 01727 868176 / Fax 01727 847877
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