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MAKING A SPLASH!


�


Summer in West Bengal has arrived early this year. By mid-February temperatures were already soaring, with temperatures over 35º degrees. So once the swimming pool was up at Apanjan, the children were leaping into the cool water. As it looks like it is going to be a long and hot summer, Apanjan has decided to buy more small pools, so more children can splash around at the same time.





MORE NEW GIRLS


The new Apanjan girls’ home has officially opened its doors in January with 5 residents. In our previous newsletters we introduced Arti, Ritu and Sukanya. In this edition we would like to introduce Annamika (below left picture) and Kabita (below right picture).


Annamika was found abandoned on the streets of Calcutta. She has severe autism and epilepsy. She is 
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THE CHAIRMAN REPORTS…..


Last November I visited Apanjan with the specific purpose of creating workshops for the teachers and carers. We focussed our attention on health issues, learning through play and how to maintain motivation. A concern that the teachers raised was the lack of parental support for the “homework” that they set the pupils of the day centre. Simple exercises are incredibly important to consolidate the day’s work and without them good results can be disappointingly slow. Educating children with disabilities is truly teamwork, so we spent considerable time finding solutions to this problem.


I left Kolkata with a lot of “homework” myself, which included a shopping list. Whereas in November the weather in West Bengal is lovely, I was warned that come March, when the hot weather begins the increased demand for electricity means that as the fans go faster the lights get dimmer. The answer is to install a transformer, an expensive item. This was quite a fundraising challenge! But thanks to your amazing generosity over the Christmas period I could return to Kolkata this February with enough money to buy it.
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It was wonderful to be able to respond so quickly. This is only possible with your consistent funding and OFFER’s amazing efficiency right there on the spot. OFFER, our local partner in Kolkata, is a much respected NGO with a variety of successful projects in and around Kolkata. The latest is our joint venture, Anandaghar, a project for children infected with the HIV/AIDS virus. This independently funded initiative is right on our doorstep. Once again it is small beginnings – there is a small bungalow which is home to three small boys and a baby. But things are moving fast. OFFER has managed to secure a generous Indian donation to buy land next to Apanjan, where a proper HIV/AIDS centre can be developed. 


OFFER certainly knows how to make things happen!


On behalf of the children of Apanjan OFFER warmly thank you for your consistent support.                               Annie Larner


































































































is now receiving medication for the epilepsy, which hopefully will be controlled, as it is with the other epilepsy patients at Apanjan. The biggest challenge with Annamika is her odd and difficult behaviour. She will suddenly lurch forward and bite whoever is nearest to her. This aggressive behaviour is caused by her inability to express herself or relate to her social environment. Annamika is not toilet-trained and has a tendency to play with her own excrement, which is not much appreciated by Apanjan’s other children. She makes everybody once again realise how much has been achieved with the children of Apanjan. With Annamika there is a long way to go, but all staff at Apanjan are confident that her behaviour can be modified, so she will become another happy member of the family. Annamika is 9 years old. 


Like Annamika Kabita is also 9 years old and she too was found abandoned on the streets of Calcutta. Kabita has cerebral palsy and mild epilepsy. She is a delightful girl who is always in a good mood and Kabita is eager to achieve. She is able to walk on crutches.





NEW TEACHERS


The Apanjan Day Centre has recently been able to enrich its excellent teaching team with two more 
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Tara Mukherjee



































special educators, Tara Mukherjee and Arindam Singha Roy.


Tara joined us last October. She has her diploma in Special Education from the NIMH Kolkata (National Institute of Mental Handicap). At the Day Centre, Tara is responsible for the Primary 2 Group. With these children who have severe learning difficulties the emphasis is on the development of self help skills to improve their abilities in daily living situations. Tara is currently training one of Apanjan’s carers, Jahanara Khatoon, how to engage with children who are profoundly mentally handicapped. Tara has had musical training and has created the Apanjan Band.


Arindam has joined Apanjan in January. He specialises in Vocational Training for people with mental disabilities (Diploma from the NIMH Kolkata).
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Arindam Singha Roy (centre) and Saraswati Jana, a new carer.





In his role as a special educator Arindam is also responsible for the cognitive development programme in the Day Care Centre. The children with finer motor skills attend his vocational training classes, where they work with scissors, glue and other equipment to make a range of products, mostly using paper and cardboard. The American Express Bank Kolkata has placed a first order for envelopes.
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Sudipto was kept in a dark room


for the first 15 years of his life.


His family kept him hidden.


out of deep shame.


But other people knew about him


and told the Apanjan staff,


who persuaded his parents


to give their son a real chance.


Sudipto is now Apanjan’s best dancer.


moving with such an amazing grace


that it even stuns his family.


The Banyan Trust is there for children like Sudipto.


Thanks to YOUR support.
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